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ARTICLE 1: FULL NAME OF AGREEMENT 

The full name of this Agreement is the Schuyler Line / US Ocean Space Charter 

and Cooperative Working Agreement (“the Agreement”). 

ARTICLE 2: PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT 

The purpose of this Agreement is to authorize the Parties to agree on cooperative 

working arrangements and to charter space on each other’s vessels in connection with the 

carriage of cargo on terms and conditions agreed to between the Parties in the trades 

defined in Article 4 of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 3: PARTIES TO THE AGREEMENT 

The Parties to this Agreement are: 

(1) Schuyler Line Navigation Company, L.L.C. 
130 Severn Avenue #201 
Annapolis, Maryland  21403 
(herein referred to as (“Schuyler Line”) 

 
(2)  U.S. Ocean, L.L.C.  

55 Waugh Drive 
Houston, Texas  77007 
(herein referred to as (“US Ocean”). 
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ARTICLE 4: GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE OF THE AGREEMENT 

The scope of this Agreement is transportation of vehicles and other cargo from 

ports on the East, West, and Gulf Coasts of the United States and U.S. inland and coastal 

points served via such U.S. ports, on the one hand, to ports in the locations listed on 

Appendix 1 hereto, and inland and coast points served via such non-U.S. ports (the 

foregoing geographic scope referred to in this Agreement as “the Trade”).   

ARTICLE 5: OVERVIEW OF AGREEMENT AUTHORITY 

5.1 Under this Agreement, each Party may charter space in the Agreement Trade 

on an “as needed/as available” basis, up to the full reach of a vessel, on vessels owned, 

chartered, or managed by the other, on such terms and conditions as the Parties may 

agree from time to time.  To facilitate efficient operations under this Agreement, the 

Parties are authorized to discuss and agree upon their space requirements and the 

availability of such space in vessels owned, chartered, or managed by the Parties; the 

place and timing of the provision of space including but not limited to scheduling and the 

trades in which the parties may market space chartered on the vessels; procedures for 

booking space, for documentation, for cargo handling instructions or requirements, and 

for other administrative matters relating to chartering and transportation provided under 

this Agreement; the number, size and capacity, speed, consumption, and other features of 

the vessels to be operated under this Agreement; and the terms and conditions for the use 

or interchange of equipment useful in the carriage of cargo in the Trade covered by this 

Agreement. 
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5.2 Under this Agreement the Parties may utilize up to ten (10) heavylift 

multipurpose, container fitted, breakbulk vessels at any time but may, from time to time, 

employ additional vessels to meet seasonal shipper demand. 

5.3 Compensation for any space chartered pursuant to this Agreement shall be 

upon such terms and at such hire (expressed either as a fixed sum, a percentage of freight, 

or indexed shares of a net revenue pool for vessels subject to this Agreement) as the 

Parties may from time to time agree.  Billing, collection, and payment terms and 

conditions shall also be as agreed between the Parties from time to time.  

5.4 The Parties are authorized to discuss and agree upon arrangements for the use 

of terminals, inland transportation equipment and service providers, stevedoring services 

in connection with the chartering of space hereunder, including entering into exclusive, 

preferential, or cooperative working arrangements with marine terminal operators and 

any person relating to marine terminal, stevedoring, inland transportation, cargo 

inspection, or other shoreside services.  Nothing herein, however, shall authorize the 

Parties jointly to operate a marine terminal in the United States. 

5.5 The Parties are authorized to exchange information on any matter within the 

scope of this Agreement and to reach agreement on any and all administrative and 

operational functions related hereto including, but not limited to, forecasting, terminal 

operations, stowage planning, insurance, liability, cargo claims, indemnities, the terms of 

their respective bills of lading, failure to perform and force majeure.  The Parties are 

authorized to discuss and agree upon the deployment, scheduling, ports to be called and 
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port rotation of the vessels operated hereunder, and to modify sailing frequencies and 

itineraries from time to time.  

5.6 The Parties are authorized to enter into agreements concerning routine 

operational or administrative matters to implement the foregoing.  Pursuant to 46 C.F.R. 

§535.408, any further agreement which does not concern the authorities set forth herein 

including routine operational or administrative matters cannot go into effect unless filed 

and effective under the Shipping Act of 1984, as amended. 

5.7 Neither Party shall sub-charter space made available hereunder to another 

unaffiliated carrier without the prior consent of the other Party, and neither Party will 

provide common carriage using United States flag vessels in the Trade outside of this 

Agreement. 

5.8  The Parties are authorized to discuss, agree upon, and enter into joint 

contracts for the purchase of services and supplies not otherwise specific herein including  

but not limited to stevedoring services, husbandry services, intermodal and inland 

equipment and services, technical management, and tug services. 

5.9  Without limitation of the authority described herein, the Parties may agree 

upon common positions and present these, jointly or separately, to the United States and 

foreign governments, departments, agencies, and governmental entities; investigate 

economic and competitive positions, and agree upon coordination of vessel sailings, 

chartering, joint service, pooling, and other forms of rationalization of their U.S.-flag 

service, and agreed or uniform rules, practices, and procedures relating thereto, including, 
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but not limited to, positions regarding the U.S. Department of Defense Universal Service 

Contract 08, and successor contracts thereto, and the carriage of humanitarian cargoes for 

the United States Department of Agriculture and the United States Agency for 

International Development.  Nothing in this Agreement, however, authorizes the Parties 

to discuss or agree upon rates, or to carry out any agreement that may be reached 

hereunder which is required to be filed under the Shipping Act of 1984, unless separately 

filed and effective under the Shipping Act of 1984.   

5.10 Each Party shall remain separately responsible for the operation, financing, 

insurance, and technical management of its vessels operated within the Trade subject to 

this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 6: OFFICIALS OF THE AGREEMENT AND DELEGATION OF                                                 
AUTHORITY 

The following shall have the authority to file this Agreement and any 

modification hereto and to delegate same: 

(a) any authorized officer or official of each Party; 

(b) legal counsel for each Party. 

ARTICLE 7: MEMBERSHIP, WITHDRAWAL, READMISSION AND EXPULSION 

Any Party hereto may resign upon not less than ninety (90) days’ advance written 

notice to the other Parties, or in the event a Party does not receive unanimous approval to 

a requested assignment under Article 10, upon not less than thirty (30) days of such 

request for approval.  No additional party may join this Agreement without unanimous 

consent of the Parties.   
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ARTICLE 8: VOTING 

Except as otherwise provided herein, all decisions hereunder shall require the 

agreement of both Parties.  

ARTICLE 9: DURATION AND TERMINATION OF THE AGREEMENT 

This Agreement shall take effect on the date it becomes effective under the 

Shipping Act of 1984, as amended and shall remain in effect until it is terminated by 

mutual agreement of the Parties or until all but one of the Parties resigns pursuant to 

Article 7 hereof.  The foregoing is without prejudice to any Party’s remedies for breach 

of the Agreement. 

ARTICLE 10:  NON-ASSIGNMENT 
 

The rights and obligations of each Party under the Agreement herein shall not be 

assignable except to subsidiaries, parent companies or fellow subsidiaries or with the 

prior unanimous agreement.  Each Party shall warrant that any subsidiary or fellow 

subsidiary to which any assignment is made shall not be sold to another Party. 

ARTICLE 11:  ARBITRATION 
 

a. Except as otherwise provided herein, any dispute or claim arising 

hereunder which is not amicably settled by the Parties shall be settled by arbitration.  

Arbitration shall be held in New York, New York, under the rules then in effect of the 

Society of Maritime Arbitration, Inc. (the “Society’s Rules”) by three arbitrators familiar 

with ocean ro-ro shipping who shall have no financial or personal interest whatsoever in 

or with any Party and shall not have acquired a detailed prior knowledge of the matter in 
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dispute.  Upon unanimous agreement among the Parties involved in the dispute, 

arbitration may be held in any other place. 

b. Any Party hereto may call for such arbitration by service upon the other of 

a written notice specifying a brief description of the disputes, the monetary amount 

involved, if any, the differences which such Party desires to put to arbitration and the 

remedy sought.  Within fifteen (15) days after service of such notice, each Party shall 

appoint an arbitrator and the two arbitrators so chosen shall appoint a third arbitrator.  In 

event either Party fails to appoint an arbitrator within the time provided, or if the two 

Party appointed arbitrators are unable to agree upon the third arbitrator, either Party may 

request the President of the Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc. to appoint such 

arbitrator.  The arbitration shall thereafter be conducted under the Society’s Rules except 

as expressly provided herein. 

c. For any disputes involving $100,000 or less, excluding interest, costs of 

arbitration and legal fees and expense, the dispute is to be governed by the ‘‘Shortened 

Arbitration Procedure’’ unless a Party objects, in which case the Parties shall arbitrate on 

documents only, as contemplated under section 27 of Society’s Rules. 

d. The panel’s decision, including written findings of fact and conclusions, 

shall be rendered within the period provided in the Society’s Rules.  Judgment may be 

entered on an award of the arbitrators and shall be enforceable in a court of competent 

jurisdiction.  The arbitrators may allocate the costs of arbitration, along with reasonable 

attorney fees, to one or more participating Parties in a manner consistent with the award 
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or decision.  The arbitrator may not award exemplary or punitive damages and may not 

order specific performance.  

e. A copy of the decision shall be served by the arbitrators on the Parties.  

Notwithstanding subsection a. above, the Parties expressly agree that any award resulting 

from such arbitration shall be withheld from publication by the Society of Maritime 

Arbitrators, Inc. and/or its correspondents. 

f. In the event of any dispute arising under any contract of carriage for cargo 

transported under this Agreement, the dispute as between the Parties shall be resolved 

under the provisions of Article 11 and Article 12 notwithstanding any conflicting 

provision for jurisdiction or applicable law in the contract of carriage, which conflicting 

provision shall be disregarded.  

 
ARTICLE 12:  APPLICABLE LAW AND SEVERABILITY 
 

a. The interpretation, construction and enforcement of this Agreement shall 

be governed by (i) the laws of the State of New York without reference to the laws 

respecting conflicts of laws, and (ii) to the extent applicable, the laws of the United 

States. 

b. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if any term or provision to this Agreement 

shall be held to be illegal or unenforceable, in whole or in part, under any applicable 

enactment or rule or law, such term or provision or part shall to that extent be deemed not 
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to form part of this Agreement but the enforceability of the remainder of this Agreement 

shall not be affected. 

ARTICLE 13:  COUNTERPARTS 
 

This Agreement and any future amendment hereto may be executed in 

counterparts.  Each such counterpart shall be deemed an original, and all together shall 

constitute one and the same agreement.  This Agreement may be executed and delivered 

by exchange of facsimile.  
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereby agree this _12_ day of April 2017 

to execute this Agreement and to file same with the Federal Maritime Commission. 

      

    Schuyler Line Navigation Company, L.L.C. 

By: ____________________________________ 

    Name: ___Russell Paret______________________ 

    Title: ___President_________________________ 

    U.S. Ocean, L.L.C. 

    By: ___________________________________ 

    Name:  ___________________________________ 

    Title: ___________________________________ 
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Appendix 1 

Spain South Africa  
Gibraltar Ascension Island  
France St. Helena  
Italy Madagascar  
Croatia Tanzania  
Albania Kenya  
Greece Somalia  
Turkey Djibouti  
Syria Sudan  
Lebanon Yemen  
Cyprus Belize  
Malta Guatemala  
Israel Honduras  
Egypt Nicaragua  
Libya Costa Rica  
Tunisia Panama  
Algeria Colombia  
Morocco Venezuela  
Saudi Arabia Guyana  
Mauritania Suriname  
Senegal French Guyana  
The Gambia Trinidad & Tobago  
Guinea-Bissau Dominican Republic  
Cape Verde Haiti  
Guinea Jamaica  
Sierra Leone El Salvador  
Liberia Canary Islands  
Cote D’Ivoire Mozambique  
Ghana Jordan  
Togo   
Benin   
Nigeria   
Cameroon   
Equatorial Guinea   
Sao Tome & Principe   
Gabon   
Republic of the Congo   
Democratic Rep. of Congo   
Angola   
Namibia   
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